THE" HIDDEN   SIDE   OF   CHRISTIANITY.

that there seems to have been1 in the
Church a traditionary explanation of these
historical types, derived from the Apostles,
but kept among the secret doctrines, as
being dangerous to the majority of
hearers; and certainly S. Paul, in the
Epistle to the Hebrews, affords us an
instance of such a tradition, both as
existing and as secret (even though it be
shown to be of Jewish origin), when, first
checking himself and questioning his
brethren's faith, he communicates, not
without hesitation, the evangelical scope of
the account of Melchisedec, as introduced
into the book of Genesis." 2

The social and political convulsions that
accompanied its dying now began to torture
the vast frame of the Roman Empire, and
even the Christians were caught up in the
whirlpool of selfish warring interests. We
still find scattered references to special
knowledge imparted to the leaders and
teachers of the Church, knowledge of the

1" Seems  to   have  been"   is   a somewhat   weak
expression, after what is said by Clement and Origen,
of which some specimens are given in the text.
., p. 62.